UNION AMERICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Church, Inc.
Volume 71, Issue 3

August 2022

The Union Messenger
The bishop speaks

has shifted, it was already shifting, and it
is up to the church, pastors, stewards, trustees’, class leaders, and all the rest of our
laity to cultivate these relationships. This
is why it is important to continue digital
worship services in our post-pandemic
reality. This means not merely live stream,
but also utilizing Zoom so that other people can connect with leadership, and you
can cultivate community.

Greetings, fellow Unionites. We have
come this far by faith leaning on the Lord,
trusting in His Word, and God has never
failed us. We have been through so much
over these past 2 1/2 years. Our churches
have undergone major transitions out of
necessity. It has been my utmost concern
that we do not lag in the necessary changes We must also focus on connecting instead
that must take place in order for the of just gathering. It has been our method to
UAME church to survive.
gather our congregants into the church
I have examined much of our history in building and attempt to fill the pews. Howorder to determine why our church has not ever, we must continue sharing the Word
grown numerically and financially over its of God and growing our community as we
209 year history. I know that it is impossi- shift our goal and energy into connecting
ble to narrow it down to one specific rea- with people outside the church building. In
son, but I believe that much of our lack of order to connect with newer generations,
expansion was due to our inability to tran- while maintaining traditional populations,
connections need to be forged, ones that
sition with changing times.
present a church that is adaptable to peoOur church is unique with a very rich his- ple’s lives. There will always be those who
tory, but we should not hold on to the past gather physically, but a post-pandemic
so tightly that it hinders us from prosper- church will also include those who connect
ing as we move forward. Therefore, we digitally.
must be vigilant as we open our eyes to
trends that are taking place in the dispensation that we are living in now.
We must come to terms with the fact
We must accept the fact that churchgoers that church is more than just a building.
are not necessarily in our pews. Prior to The pandemic made it more evident that
the pandemic, church attendance was de- church is central to our lives and to the
creasing. COVID-19 did not help this real- lives of many individuals and communiity. Instead of dwelling on the negative, we ties. We also learned that church is beyond
must ask ourselves what we can learn from a physical construct; it is the Holy Spirit
this circumstance. There is an entire demo- that calls us to be together in various and
graphic of digitally worshiping members often new settings. In this post-pandemic
out there and now, we as leaders have be- church, the building itself can also be a
come equipped with the tools and the inge- vehicle of connection, a place where peonuity to engage with them virtually. Mov- ple congregate to strengthen their ministry
ing forward, we must realize that faith and equip themselves and each other to do
filled individuals participating in our con- ministry during the week.
gregations remotely can be just as commit- It is true that the digital interface can be
ted as those who are in our buildings. Life very competitive; this is no excuse for not
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connecting with current and new members.
In order to establish deep and meaningful
relationships, create content that is focused
on ministry initiatives, community specific
topics, advocacy programs, and care and
welcoming of individuals and families, we
must connect. The local church can be
strong in community and still be strong in
a digital sense. We do not have to sacrifice
one for the other.
Let us not waste our time trying to be what
we once were. Let us engage in new and
innovative ways with all of our members
in their diverse communities so that together we may usher in a stronger, more
accessible, and more welcoming postpandemic church.

Moving forward in faithfulness!

Rt. Rev. Charles L. Amos
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Remembering Sis. Eunice Huff

A classy lady, one who
really loved the Lord
and enjoyed being with
the people of God.
Rest in Peace, Sister.
Pictures
By
Sis. Judythe Grice
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Before you hit Staples for supplies, before you argue with your youngsters who only want expensive, cool clothes, before you anticipate getting back into that rigid school day routine, do
the best and most important thing you can do for your children. PRAY! We stand with you.
We pray that our loving Father would surround the schools with His love, grace, mercy, peace,
and protection. And that all who enter will be safe.
We pray that the Lord would go before each of our children, and that they would safely arrive at school each day, eager to learn. Ready to succeed.
We pray for a productive year for our children. We pray that God would provide everything
they need to succeed. We ask that God would protect them from hurt, harm, and danger—
seen and unseen. From COVID-19, from monkeypox, from violence, from apathy.
We pray that our teachers would be supported by their administrations, boards, and parents
as they work with their precious charges. We pray that each teacher would patiently lead
each child as they all begin to learn exciting new things.
We pray that there would be enough classrooms, enough desks, and enough books so that
each child would be comfortable in the learning environment and equipped to move forward.
We pray that God would place shields of protection around them, so that any potential bully
would be afraid to pounce. We pray for those bullies so that they would change their hearts,
and in turn, change their behavior.
We pray for the crossing guards, lunch ladies, counselors, nurses, librarians, coaches, and
custodians. We ask that God would give them each an extra portion of love and patience for
our children as they come in contact with our youth. They, too, have prominent roles in the
lives of our children. They, too, need our prayers.
Lastly, our Father in heaven, we pray that our children will be healthy, happy, and ready to
move forward. Be with them Father. Amen.
“Nothing is more important than a good education.”
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Roy Wilkins

less one of progress.”
This fun and informative event was
a huge undertaking for her, but
was also a huge success. From the
Call to Gather, to the singing of the
Black National Anthem, to encouraging words from local dignitaries,
to history from local AfricanAmerican churches; to Spoken
Word, to Black History trivia, to
the Call to Action, we left with a
sense of pride and empowerment.
Now, what are we going to do?

Honeycomb’s own Bianca Blake is
the President of the Media Area
Youth Council of the NAACP. In
this capacity, she hosted the
Juneteenth celebration held in Her- “Even though the story has never
itage Park, Media, PA., June 19, been tidy, and Black folks have had
2022.
to march and fight for every inch of
our freedom, our story is nonethe-

← Sis. Marjorie Moat
enjoying the celebration.
Sis. Jacobs, Mistress of
Ceremonies. →
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Michelle Obama

Let’s keep it moving!

Celebrating the Class of
2022

Sis. Bates with her proud parents! ↑

Ryan A. Bates, New Fellowship Member,
is headed to Spelman College in Atlanta, GA.

On Youth Sunday, July 24, 2022, Ryan presented the meditation, It’s Time to Stand Up, using 1st Tim. 4:6-16.
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Inez Jacobs-Hinton
Inez Jacobs-Hinton recently graduated summa
cum laude from Howard University, Washington, DC,
with a B.S. in chemistry and minors in mathematics
and French. During her time at Howard, she prioritized her studies but also focused on leadership and
community service. The latter springs forth from her
favorite Bible verse, “Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone.” James 2:17.
While at Howard, Inez was inducted into the
Beta Kappa Chi National Scientific Honor Society;
served as the executive student director of the Howard
Day of Service; was lead site coordinator of her
schools Alternative Spring Break; served as coPresident, Vice-President, and Secretary of the
school’s Philadelphia Club; was secretary of the Howard Players; and served as 1st VP of the Chapel Assistants.
Miss Jacobs-Hinton also served as an undergraduate researcher for the DOW-Sure program.
[“Dow has invested more than $5 million to HBCU’s for programming, partnership and support to enhance
the Black STEM talent pipeline.” The other member schools are Florida A&M, Tallahassee, FL; North Carolina A&T State, Greensboro, NC; Prairie View A&M, Prairie View, TX; and Southern University, Baton
Rouge, LA. https://corporate.dow.com, retrieved July 29, 2022.]
Inez will be continuing her education at the University of Central Florida, College of Sciences, with
the intent of obtaining a Master’s Degree in forensic science. As you look at her picture, please take note of
the medal and the yellow cords.; these all signify excellence. Don’t tell me our young people can’t succeed!

“There are people
who make things
happen, there are
people who watch
things happen, and
there are people
who wonder what
happened. To be
successful, you need
to be a person who
makes things happen.” – Jim Lovell,
astronaut
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Inez is making things happen!

More Pomp,
More Circumstance,

Sis. Zoe Fields,

More Accomplishments.

St. Paul, Wilmington, DE

High School Graduates


Kiyara Hartage—Alexis I DuPont H. S.



JayLynn Johnson—Howard High School of Technology



Brianna Harmon-Williams—Lake Forest H.S.



Imari Oakley—Brandywine H.S.

College Graduates


April Wilson—Chesapeake Bible College & Seminary,
Associate in Biblical Studies



Destinee Lampkin—Widener University



Alexis Oakley—East Carolina University



Jordann Latney—North Carolina A&T University



Tahj Boston—North Caroline State College of

Attention
All
Attention
Please

Classesat
atthe
theBiblical
BiblicalInstitute
InstituteofofBoulden
BouldenSeminary
Seminary
Classes
begin
begin
September
13,
2022.
Contact
Rev.
Marilyn
September 13, 2022. Please contact Rev. Marilyn Turner
Turner
more information.
for
morefor
information

Veterinary, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine


Bro. Waddell Stanley—Chesapeake Bible College &
Seminary, Master of Theology



Evang. Mary Stanley—Chesapeake Bible College &
Seminary, Doctor of Theology, with Honors

St. Luke, West Chester, PA.
Sis. Karla Burton
May 7, 2022 was a hectic, yet exciting day in the Slayton home.
On this day, Danae graduated from Cheyney University with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Science, Sociology major, while big
sister Deionna graduated from Eastern University with a Master’s Degree in Counseling Psychology, focus on Trauma.
Mom Donna may still be smiling, as she is “blessed and beyond
proud!”
Ladies, the St. Luke family and the entire Union Church family are
proud as well. We know God will do great things through you
both!
Danae

Deionna
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The Class of 2022 Continues to Walk Across the Stage.
Ayshia Montgomery—Honeycomb, Lima. Ayshia graduated from Strath Haven H.S. As a member of the Cheer Team, she helped
lead them to the semi-finals in both States and Nationals competitions, even though this was their first attempt at either.
Ayshia also ran track (200 yard dash; 4x100 and 4x200 relays; and the high jump). She was blessed to run at the famous Penn Relays, as part of the 4x100 team.
Miss Montgomery will further her studies at Penn State University, majoring in Early Childhood Education.
Both she and Inez (see page 5) were feted at their home church on June 26. Members Alicia Jacobs, Yvetta Moat, Stacey Benson,
and Ruth Anne Moat reflected on their journeys through the church and offered words of encouragement as they move toward
the next chapter of their lives.

Nathaniel Lolley III
Going to the Prom ↓

It’s Over! →

Where should I go? →
Decisions, decisions.
——–———————————————————————
It’s Morehouse. Nate is taking his talents to Atlanta.
(Nate is 1 of 2 recipients of the 2022 Church School Scholarship.)
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The Class of 2022, MD Chapter
Rev. Sylvia M. Elliott, Graves Chapel, MD
MY FAMILY

Sister—Rev. Sheila E. Lomax

Daughter - Sheonna Amos

Master of Theology

University of MD. Global

National School of Theology

Granddaughter—Bianca Potts
Kent County H.S.
Headed to Chesapeake College

↑
Granddaughter Briana Potts,

B.A. from Wilmington Univ,

↑

Bianca the athlete!
Softball + Volleyball

Headed to Chesapeake
College for Masters Degree

Bianca the Graduate ↑
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1st & 4th Districts
Church School Scholarship

Jabrielle Boyd is a member of St.
Paul, Smyrna, DE. She will be an
Celebration
Early Education Major and has alAugust 6, 2022 ready interned with 1st and 2nd
grade students, shadowing one of
her former teacher!
“You Are Cut From a Different
Cloth”
Is. 61:10
Rev. Eric McClain
Rev. Francine Hazzard welcomed
us and made us feel right at home.
Sis. Alicia Jacobs read Scripture
and Sis. Linda Jackson offered a
tremendous prayer, presenting the
students and parents to God, as
they begin this new journey.

Jabrielle Boyd,
St. Paul Smyrna, DE

Rev. McClain, pastor of Mt. Zion
Newark, DE delivered a powerful
word; one that we all reflected on.
He reminded the recipients that
they are different, they are cut from
a different cloth. He wants them to
remember this as they face exciting
times, new adventures, and difficult
circumstances.
“You might be challenged because
you are cut from a different cloth.”
“Some people may not like you
because you are cut from a different cloth.”
“Since you will be on your own,
you’ll have to make some decisions. Make sure your decision
honors God. Make sure your decision honors your character. Make
Our second recipient is Nathaniel
sure your decision has a [positive]
Lolley III. His photo montage is on
impact on your future.”
page 9. Nate has already accomplished much yet is headed for
greater things. He is a registered
CNA and plans to become a kinesiologist. As such, he will be able to
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study our bodies, determine why
they are out of whack, and offer a
plan to get us back to form. He’ll
have a whole list of clients right in
the Union Church, starting with
me! We wish them both the best.

St. Mark, Valley Lee, MD Sis. Clara Brooks

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOOD NEWS
Rev. Pete House Jr. & First Lady Doretha House

“Search me O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
Psalm 139:23-24

First Lady Doretha House is very active in her church, St. Mark UAME, Valley Lee,
MD, as a Missionary, Worship Leader, Class Leader, Choir Member, Pantry Volunteer, and in general, lending a hand wherever and whenever needed. As such, it
came as no surprise to St Mark members to learn that during the 209th session of
the Annual Conference, Lady House accepted the call to become an evangelist.
On Saturday, June 11, 2022, 1:00 PM, Lady House, supported by her husband,
Rev. Pete House Jr., Pastor, St. Mark UAME, several ministers from churches in
the community, along with many family and friends gave her trial sermon: “I have
Decided to Follow Jesus” (no more excuses). Text reference, Luke 9:57-62 (NIV).
Lady House delivered a strong message, using humor and personal anecdotes to
connect with those gathered to make her message relatable and memorable.
Following a wonderful, spirit filled message, everyone went to the fellowship hall to enjoy a sumptuous meal
prepared by our kitchen committee workers and to continue fellowshipping with those gathered.
We anticipate great works from First Lady House as she continues her support of St Mark UAME and the surrounding community.
I have decided to follow Jesus
I have decided to follow Jesus
I have decided to follow Jesus
No turning back, no turning back.
Though none go with me Still I will follow
Though none go with me Still I will follow
Though none go with me Still I will follow
No turning back, no turning back
The world behind me the cross before me
The world behind me the cross before me
The world behind me the cross before me
No turning back , no turning back.
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Appeal from St. Luke, Piney Point , MD

We, the congregation of St. Luke, are appealing to you—family, friends, current
Sis. Marsha Blackwell
and former members, benevolent benefactors—for your donations to help us to
Friends, we, the congregation of St. Luke’s sustain our church. This charitable donaUnion American Methodist Episcopal tion is tax-deductible.
Church, are appealing for your help.
St. Luke’s UAME, located in Piney Point, Thank you in advance.
MD, is a diverse community of individuals
Rev. J. Anthony Jones, Pastor
connecting each other through fellowship
within our local area through outreach
and support. Rev. J. Anthony Jones, Pastor, is an impassioned leader for peace
and joy through the message of Jesus
Christ.
We have been serving this community for
more than 130 years, in our historic
church building. We are a small, vibrant,
and a very loving congregation, and are
involved in many ministries, looking to
one day expand into many more.

Traveling to Cancun
Loved “https://gofund.me/1c09bf73

We need your help and your generosity to
expand our projects within the church,
such as expanding and adding restrooms ———————————————————
and a Pastors’ Study. Our church has reVacation Pictures—Part II
cently undergone unexpected repairs,
from broken HVAC Systems to ceiling and
Rev. Sharon Ghee
roof repairs, due to mold and wildlife. We
have even endured flooding in our church
hall. We still have many repair and safety
projects in effect including trees looming
over the church that need to be removed.
However, due to the lack of funds, we
have been delaying the inevitable. We
have applied band-aids to the current
wounds. This is not a viable solution—and
we are seeking help to build a strong, safe
church for current and future believers in
Jesus Christ.

According to estimates, the repairs will
cost between $60,000 and $100,000. This
will help us move toward financial stability in order to continue our mission without distractions to the work that God has
put before us, and that is to make disciples. Our meager budget simply does not
allow for this enormous expense.

The Resort
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June is also known for weddings. Here, we have the privilege of visually attending a Vow Renewal Celebration for Damian and
Suzanne Ghee.
(Submitted by Rev. Sharon Ghee)

Doc Chillin’

← The Happy Family ↑
The Happy Couple ↓
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What’s Going On?
Mt. Salem, Delaware City, DE


Blessing New Doors (a)



Sisterhood Luncheon (b)



VBS (c)

Mt. Salem UAME, Ebenezer UM,
and 1st Presbyterian churches in
Delaware City, DE came together
to hold VBS, July 18-22. Rev.
Turner and Mt. Salem served as
hosts. Created in Christ & Designed for God’s Purpose, Eph.
2:10 was the theme.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Church, this is the road to understanding we
are one, we are one in Christ Jesus. God
bless these ministry teams. God bless these
youngsters for showing us the way.
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What’s Going On? Continued
New Fellowship, Camden, NJ


VBS

Summer, summer, summer, summertime. Great memories of days gone by. But VBS is still a vital part of the life of the church.
Walking to VBS in the heat, playing with friends on the lawn, eating hot dogs and drinking Kool-Aid at break time, making crafts,
learning new songs, memorizing Bible verses.
Scraping your knee while playing. Burning your tongue on the hot dot. Spilling Kool-Aid on the floor. Running out of craft materials! But learning about the Lord in a fun and comfortable way. Praise God for willing workers in Youth Ministry. God’s Word reminds us to “Train up a child…..”

GENERAL CONFERENCE
St. Paul, Wilmington, DE
October 18-21, 2022

St. Luke, West Chester, PA
•

It’s Friday night, ya’ll!

Rev. James Burton, First Lady Karla Burton and the members of St.
Luke cordially invite you to worship with them every Friday night
under the tent. This is Pastor Burton’s way of taking the message to
the masses—if the neighbors won’t
come in, he’ll take the message to
them. This is one way to make sure
that the Word of God reaches the
masses. And the Word will not return void.

Come One, Come All!
Rt. Rev. Adolphus Scott, Jr.
President Bench of Bishops
Rt. Rev. Charles L. Amos,
Host
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Spending Time With Friends —a hot day, some cool beverages (water, soda, tea), smokin’ burgers, dogs and chicken from the
grill, and some awesome Rock Hall crabs! No better way to spend a summer day than on the patio with friends.

Rev. Sheila Lomax taking care of business.

No one went home hungry!

Reverends Marilyn Turner, Sylvia Elliott

Bro. George Lomax sharing his thoughts.
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