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THE BISHOP SPEAKS
The Post-Pandemic Church — Rt. Rev. Charles L. Amos
I. There’s No Going Back

the church in new and yet to
Churches feel a natural desire be determined ways.
to return to the familiar, com- We must also acknowledge
fortable patterns of the past. that this will be a difficult
But churches that embrace phase of adjusting, rethis time of disruption as a learning, and adapting. A seacatalyst for lasting change are son of being uncomfortable.
most likely to be vital in the We are in divergent times.
post-pandemic world.
Things are developing differently, or perhaps in different
II. It’s Going to Be Different
directions. While we would all
We do not know what the
love the perceived certainty
church of the future will be.
we had in January 2020, we
One thing we know for sure is
must face the reality of where
that it will be different. It
our feet are planted, acknowlneeds to be different. In fact,
edging we will need to move
it has to be different! If we
in unknown directions in the
are to be the church to reach
moments, days, and years to
new people, we must show
come.
up in different and new ways.
We must shed the methods III. Opportunity is born out of
that no longer serve the crisis.
church and be open to being There is opportunity. Crisis is
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an accelerant. The church has
been catapulted into the digital age. Some churches had
no choice but to embrace
technology they once refused.
Congregations learned there
are more ways to offer worship than we had previously
imagined. We learned it is
possible to engage people in
online ministry that might
never become involved in onsite ministry. The church
learned that it could change,
and it was forced to change
quickly.
We’ve had an opportunity to
stop some things that had not
been working anyway, eliminate
some that’s were seemingly impossible in “normal” times, and
start new things that might have
been hard to imagine in the past.
(Continued on next page.)

IV. A Mere Interruption, or a
Blessed Disruption?

When we look at the pandemic as an interruption, we
are seeing it as a delay. It is as
though we hit the pause
button and when the world
returns to “normal,” we will
simply hit the play button
again. On the contrary; disruption is defined as “a major
disturbance, something that
changes your plans or interrupts some event or process”,
or “a break in the action—
especially an unplanned and
confusing one.”
[Vocabulary.com]

much deeper level.

ic be framed as a brief interVI. Embracing Disruption is ruption, with folk simply
waiting for a return to the
the Key to Vitality
days gone by?
God wants the church to be
healthy, vital, growing, and IX. Vital Churches
fruitful. We must understand No doubt, those that are able
that church health and vitality to see the pandemic in terms
might look very different in of a blessed interruption,
the future.
providing new eyes and energy for what God is calling the
VII. What an Effective
church to be, will be the vital
Ministry Will Look Like
churches of the future.
Effective churches will not
[Unionites, this is something
look at the average worship
to think and pray about.]
attendance as the standard
barometer for health. Rather, —————————————He’s the Miracle Worker
they will be focusing on enRev. Sylvia Elliott
gagement. How people are
He’s The Miracle Worker. At a wedding
engaging in the church He turned water into wine; He’s The Mirathrough ministries such as dis- cle Worker. He’s the LORD JESUS, our
cipleship, service, worship, Savior Divine. With two fish and five
loaves of bread, Over 5,000 hungry souls
and evangelism will become He fed. He even raised Lazarus from the
dead!!! He’s The Miracle Worker. He
the new barometer.
VIII. Wake-up Call

V. All Disruptions Aren’t Bad
When the church sees the
pandemic as a disruption, the
leaders embrace the opportunity of knowing that going
back is no longer an option.
Disruption allows a church the
opportunity to be awakened
to the need for change at a

The pandemic has created a
wake-up call for churches and
its leaders. How will churches
respond? The choice will be
up to each individual church
and its leaders. Will the pandemic be framed as a disruption that provides hope for
new possibilities in the days
to come? Or, will the pandem2

made the lame to walk and the blind to
see; Sacrificed His life and died on the
Cross of Calvary. He’s The Miracle Worker. Another ones tomb was His grave. He
descended into Hell and made the enemy
behave. But “Praise God” He didn’t stay
there. No! He rose again. Now He ever
lives to save us and free us from sin. He’s
The Miracle Worker. He came to reconcile
us back to The Father, Yes, back to God.
He has promised not to forsake us, but be
at our side. So if in your heart, you admit
confess and believe, Through His Love,
Grace n Mercy, Salvation you shall receive. Jesus– He’s The Miracle Worker
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St. Mark UAME Church
45685 Happyland Rd. / PO Box 216
Valley Lee, MD 20692

Celebrating 130 Years
1891 – 2021

Dear Friends,
It is our prayer that this letter reaches you and your ministries at a blessed place in God.
The purpose of this letter is to solicit your support for our upcoming 130th Anniversary Celebration, which will be held on Sunday, August 22, 2021. We are requesting your purchase of
an AD and/or patronage and thank you in advance for your help.
We have been shepherded during our 130 years, by 16 different pastors and our current pastor, Rev. Pete House Jr., ministering to those in our community and to those who have chosen to make us their church home. We look forward to the next 130 years and would be enriched by your participation and presence. In that regard, we invite you and members of
your congregation to join us for our 11 a.m. and or 3 p.m. worship services, as we gather to
glorify God.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our anniversary chair, Sis. Clara
R. Brooks, via email at clara.r.brooks@gmail.com or cell – 301.752.4475.
Be Blessed,
Rev. Pete House Jr.
Rev. Pete House Jr.
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UPDATES
Rev. Elwood Fews is now at Abbey Manor Assisted Living,
→→

2 Colonial Manor Ct., Elkton, MD 21921

←God has blessed Rev. Paul A. Cevis with longevity. He
recently celebrated his 100th birthday! Evangelist Taylor thanks everyone for cards, calls, and prayers for her
Dad. Feel free to send regards to him, even now, at
Genesis Long Green Center, 115 E. Melrose Ave., Baltimore, MD 21212.
—————————————————————————————————————————-Please let Rev. Charles Ringgold, Sr. know you have not forgotten him. He is a resident of
Elkton Nursing and Rehab, Room 115, 1 Price Dr., Elkton, MD 21921.
—————————————————————————————————————————

←We congratulate Dr. Alice B. Tolbert on
her recent retirement. Well done, faithful servant. May God continue to bless and keep you!

In addition, God recently called two of His
faithful Union servants home. Rev. Claire
M. Cottman-King passed away July 13th.
Her Service of Triumph was July 28th.
Our Lord took Rev. Serena Curtis home July 31st. You may join friends and family to celebrate
her life and legacy at White Oak Baptist Church, Lindenwold, NJ, on August 14th. “Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” Psalm 116:15
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Church School Board
Scholarship Celebration

The Church School Board is about a
good work. And, one of the greatest joys of this challenging ministry
is the pride we feel when our
youngsters go off to college. They
have grown up in our midst and
now, after much hard work, they
are moving on. By God’s grace, we
are able to provide assistance to
help send them on their way.
These are our youngsters and we
are so proud of them.

Meditation, Pastor Burton—God Does Have a Plan for You!

This year, the recipients were Evan
Blake of Honeycomb; Saneya Davis
of St. Luke, West Chester; Alavra
Gummerson of St. Paul, Smyrna;
and Alyssia Woodard of Bethany.

Former recipient, graduate of Eastern Univ., and Master’s
candidate, George Childs offering insight to prospective
freshmen.

Alavra Gummerson—DE Tech, Nursing
Alyssia Woodard—DE State, Music
Evan Blake—Lehigh, Business + Finance
Missing grad Saneya Davis, see page 10. St Luke, West Chester,
Morgan State, Engineering
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Dineen Amos sharing a laugh with the audience.

Mission: Deep Sea
New Fellowship, Camden, NJ
Sis. Rita M. Chambers
As you can see by the pictures, everyone
had a great time being involved and participating in this year's Vacation Bible
study, delving in all the planned activities
around the theme Mission - Deep Sea.

The breakout rooms according to the various ages: 2-5, 6-9, 10-12, 12-17 and adult,
were beautifully decorated to depict the
deep blue sea.
God has answered our prayers by adding
children to our church, which responds to
the church's vision: Focusing on the Family. One member at a time.

Our children are learning how to be fishers of men.
They are also learning how to launch out into
the deep. May we be bold enough to follow

their example.

There are plenty of fish out there,
folks. Who’s ready to go fishing?
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VBS AT NEW FELLOWSHIP, cont.

Launch out—into the Deep!

Preparing Fishers of Men
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VBS at Mt. Salem, Delaware City

A visit from
the Chief of
Police.

Why VBS?

Simple answer?
Friends, fun,
and focus.
We can instill
God’s truths in
young, fertile
minds. We can
show our
youngsters
what it is to
know, love,
accept, serve,
and live for
Jesus Christ.
We can change
lives. That’s
why!

God blessed Mt. Salem with great weather. The children came out to learn
about the Lord, to enjoy each other’s company, and to experience a little
innocent fun in these difficult times. Fresh air, fun, and food. A good time
was had by all. Thank you, Pastor Turner.
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WHAT’S GOING ON WITH OUR UNIONITES?
Rev. James and Sis. Karla Burton are like most grandparents. They love their grands, they pray
for their grands, they support their grands, and they encourage their grands. And, they celebrate their milestones and accomplishments. In this issue, we celebrate with them.

Geordon James Childs, 14, will
begin high school at Concord
Christian Academy, Wilmington,
DE. At. St. Luke, Geordon serves
on the Jr. Usher Board, is active in
the Church School, and attends
VBS. He is an asset in the Church
School, as he enjoys helping the
younger students with the lessons. We know him well because
he regularly participates in the
Church School Board activities. In
school, he received the Dynamic
Christian Living Class, and participates in soccer and basketball. He
is the son of Bro. George Childs
and Sis. Brooke Spence.

nership School in Chester, PA. She
will attend Cardinal O’Hara High
School. Like her cousin Geordon,
she served as a Jr. Usher, attends
both Church School and VBS, sings
in the Youth Choir, and attends
the UAME Youth Retreat. She supports the community by singing
with the Chester Children’s Chorus, serving food, and helping with
the Back-to-School barbeque.
Kennedy is the daughter of Mr. an
Mrs. Nathan Davis.

sic. Her favorite pastime is singing,
especially with her sisters. She
loves visiting the local nursing
home with her church family, and
singing the songs of Zion with the
residents. Along with the Youth
Choir and the Chester Children’s
Chorus, she sings with Voices in
Unity. Church School, VBS, Jr. Ushers, and the Youth Retreat are on
her resume as well. She, too, is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Davis.

Saneya Janae Davis (Butter) graduated from Archbishop Carroll
High School, Radnor, PA and will
attend Morgan State University,
Kennedy Zanae Davis graduated Baltimore, MD. She plans to study
from the Widener University Part- engineering—either civil or foren-

Last but not least, we celebrate
Jiya Annae Clayton. A 2021 graduate of Chester High School, Chester, PA, this young lady was accepted to 32 colleges and universities. She received honors in →
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Math, Science, and Spanish. She
I did it, I did it. Yes, I did it!
has accepted a full scholarship to
Jackson State University, Jackson,
MS where she will major in Marine
Biology. She will minor in Environmental Science. Jiya (Pebbles) is
also an athlete, running track from
the age of 9. During the four years
of high school, she was part of the
All-Delco 1st team. In 2020, she
was part of the winning PIAA 4 x 1
relay team. She also runs with the
Chester Cheetahs Club and helps
coach the younger runners. In addition, Jiya plays basketball, tennis, We also celebrate Briana Potts,
lacrosse and softball.
granddaughter of Rev. Sylvia ElThis shining star volunteers with liott, who graduated from Chesathe Black Girls Read and Rock Book peake College. She earned an AsClub; the Andrew L. Hicks Founda- sociates Degree in Business Admintion; worked with the Save our istration and is now pursuing a
Earth Recycling Team at the high Bachelors Degree in Business Anaschool; and marched with other lytics at Wilmington University.
Chester residents in the Save our ———————————————-City from the Trash Plant protest.
Jiya attends St. Daniel’s UM Church
in Chester and serves as a Jr. Usher, member of the Youth Choir,
and part of the praise dance team.
Yet, she supports her family by
attending St. Luke’s and participating in their worship services.
Her proud parents are Mr. William
and Mrs. Taria Clayton-Gates.
Antonio Banks and Jayla Green are
members of the Great Mills HS
Class of 2021. Rev. Pete House, Jr.
and the St. Mark, Valley Lee, MD
congregation congratulate these
two on this milestone.

from Temple University with a
Bachelor’s in Neuroscience and
Philosophy. Congratulations to you
on your well deserved success.

———————————————Two of our other youngsters
reached milestones, too. Nicholas
William Michael Ghee, 15, grandson of Dr. Charles and Rev. Sharon
Ghee has landed his first job! After
three days of strenuous lifeguard
training, including CPR, it’s official.
He will be on the lookout for anyone in distress, at the Woodcrest
Swim Club as a lifeguard. Mom
Mom Sharon says they are lucky to
have him! And, God has shown
him favor.
———————————————If you are in the mood for a quick
bite, Cheyenne Huff will take your
order. She, too, has just landed her
first official job at Friendly’s!

Parents, sis,
grandparents, and
St.
Paul
family are
proud
of
you, young
In addition, Zari Weaver graduated lady!
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More Celebrations...

Tameah and Dad ↓

↑Rev. Sheila E. Lomax, Pastor of
Graves Chapel, Millington, MD.

Bachelor of Theology, National
School of Theology.

↑We apologize for omitting this,
but we celebrate Sis. Chanel
Mainor’s great accomplishment
even now!
Tameah Young, daughter of Pastor
Wayne Young and. Sis. Tawanna
Young, graduated CUM LAUDE
from Monmouth University School
of Software Engineering.
Her parents recently celebrated 31
years of marital bliss. →
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SAVE THE DATE 1

SAVE THE DATE 2

Please Join us

Please Join us

For Information/Registration
Boulden Seminary and Biblical

Sisterhood Grab a Crab Feast

Institute

Saturday, August 21,2021
11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Thursday August 12, 2021

Tickets $45.00

7 to 8 pm

U.A.M.E Headquarters

Via Zoom

3101 N. Market St.

ID 9612927908

Wilmington, DE

Passcode is 727156

MENU: Crabs, Chicken, Corn,
Potatoes, Soda, Water

For more information

Sis. Sonja Amos, Gen. President
Bishop Charles L. Amos,
Presiding Prelate
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Moving Forward in Faithfulness
Rev. Alvirta V. Peterson-Cox

I am sure Bishop Amos surprised a few folk as he read the 20212022 Pastoral Assignments at the end of our Annual Conference
Session. Changes were made at Mt. Pisgah; Star of Bethlehem;
St. Daniel’s; and Trinity. St. Daniel’s and Trinity are now led by
rookie pastors, Rev. Francine Hazzard and Rev. Alvirta PetersonCox, respectively.

What a difference a day makes. New ministries, new duties, new
challenges. Trusting God for the vision, sharing the vision, following as He leads, encouraging the members to come along.
Becoming familiar with a new congregation. Leading a church
through a pandemic. Feeding the flock. Evangelizing the community. Official Board meetings. Members meetings. Local Quarterly meetings. Encouraging folk to trust God, to worship, to study,
to tithe. Making sure members are well and vaccinated. Visiting
sick and shut-in. Making sure all bills are paid. What to do forward to what God has for us in the future.
about Church School, Bible Study, VBS, Annual Days? Again, On August 14th, we will be hosting Unity/Community Day. We
what a difference a day makes!
want to re-introduce ourselves to the New Castle community
Star of Bethlehem—I would like to say Star of Bethlehem is mov- with food and fun. We want them to know that we are back.
ing forward. We are hoping to go out into the community to
reach the children along with the parents. I am excited about
being here with the members and the ministries. Our goal is to
always tell anyone and everyone about Jesus the Christ. Rev.
Angela Parks.
St. Daniel’s—I was totally surprised when I heard my name read
as pastor of St. Daniel’s. After the initial shock, I knew I had a
challenge ahead of me. I was comfortable at Galilee with Rev.
Taylor. In fact, she had exciting plans for us in the new conference year! But now, things are different. This past month, we
celebrated our Friends and Family Day. Evang. Alfea Amos
brought the morning message and Rev. Sondra Taylor delivered
the afternoon message. It was great to be in worship with the
choir and congregation from Galilee again. This was a very spiritual and blessed day. I thank God for St. Daniel’s and am looking
14

Rev. Francine Hazzard
———————————————————————

Sanctuary, Trinity, Media. For more, turn the page.

Trinity, Media, PA
Rev. Burton, hard at work!

Take note of the emblem to the
left of this picture. Our church is
on a ‘historic site’. This is one of
the reasons we need to persevere.
Trinity was founded by free Blacks
in 1839 as the Union American
Methodist Church of Marple. In
1892, the congregation moved to
Media after a devastating fire.

The building has been closed since the
pandemic, but, by God’s grace, much
prayer, and plenty of work, we will be
restored. God has already given us the
victory.

I thank God for this marvelous, new opportunity in ministry. I also thank Bishop
Amos for the assignment and respectively
recognize all the pastors who have guided
Trinity before me. And, I thank the Lord
for the faithful members who have so
graciously accepted me. But now, we’ve
got work to do. Roof. Stone pointing.
Chimney repair. Window repair. Water
damage. Inner wall and ceiling repair.
Sidewalk repair. We believe, however,
that with God, all things are possible. We
believe little is much when God is in it. We
believe the Lord will make a way, somehow.
In the meantime, we have been blessed
with awesome support from the UAME
community. Many are praying and others
have called, offering an encouraging
word. Rev. Michael Mills, Evangelist Denise Mills, and the good folk of Honeycomb
opened their doors so we could worship
with them until our sanctuary is restored.
Reverends James Burton and Douglas
Miller, with Bros. White and Bishop, came
to Media to assemble our recently purchased tent so we could worship on-site.
And just an hour after we distributed our
Church Restoration Campaign brochure,
we received donations to our building
fund! What a mighty God we serve.

The finished product!
←
Bro. and Sis. Whitfield, members of
Trinity for 60 years! Praise God for
their faithfulness. ↓

Power-washing for safety! We instructed the worker to clean all the
chairs because we know they will be
filled again!

Feel free to walk alongside us with prayers and financial contributions. Rev. J.
Anthony Jones is setting up a site for contributions.
Until then, please mail to Trinity Building Fund, C/O
Rev. Alvirta Peterson-Cox, 534A Lloyd St, Chester, PA
19013. God bless you.
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Hot Fun in the Summer Time

Rev. Young & friends in NOLA. →

Oh, to be young and carefree!
Gavin Morrison, Avalon Beach, NJ
↓
He’s the Miracle Worker
Rev. Sylvia Elliott

He’s The Miracle Worker. At a wedding He turned water into wine; He’s
The Miracle Worker. He’s the LORD
JESUS, our Savior Divine. With two
fish and five loaves of bread, Over
5,000 hungry souls He fed. He even
raised Lazarus from the dead!!! He’s
The Miracle Worker. He made the
lame to walk and the blind to see;
Sacrificed His life and died on the
Cross of Calvary. He’s The Miracle
Worker.

Sis. Sarah Monteiro and
great-granddaughter Nadia
enjoying a summer day.

[Dr. and Rev. Ghee’s fam.]
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Another one’s tomb was His grave. He
descended into Hell and made the
enemy behave. But “Praise God” He
didn’t stay there. No! He rose again.
Now He ever lives to save us and free
us from sin. He’s The Miracle Worker.
He came to reconcile us back to the
Father, Yes, back to God. He has
promised not to forsake us, but be at
our side. So, if in your heart, you admit, confess, and believe; Through His
love, grace, n mercy, salvation you
shall receive. Jesus—He’s The Miracle
Worker.

