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 HE IS RISEN! 

28 In the end of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first day 
of the week, came Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary to see the 
sepulcher. 

2 And, behold, there was a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and 
came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat upon it. 

3 His countenance was like light-
ning, and his raiment white as 
snow: 

4 And for fear of him the keepers 
did shake, and became as dead 
men. 

5 And the angel answered and said  

 

unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which 
was crucified. 

6 He is not here: for he is risen, as 
he said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay. 

7 And go quickly, and tell his disci-

ples that he is risen from the dead; 

and, behold, he goeth before you 

into Galilee; there shall ye see him: 

lo, I have told you.”    Mt. 28:1-7 

“But he is not here. He has risen 

from death as he said he would. 

Come and see the place where his 

body was.”       Mt. 28:6, ICB 

     

 

Church, it doesn’t matter how hard 

archeologists look. It doesn’t 

matter how much funding research 

scientists secure. It doesn’t matter 

how much land they  excavate; 

they will never, ever find the body 

of our Lord.  Ever. 

We have only to look to the Word 

of God to know why no archeolo-

gists will be successful. To know 

that funds allocated for any re-

search project would be wasted. 

To know that turning over earth is 

unnecessary. God’s marvelous plan 

for the sin-sick world is complete. 

He is risen; He is risen indeed. We 

are redeemed! 
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208
th

 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

DE, PA and MD  

CONFERENCES 

1st & 4th  

 EPISCOPAL DISTRICTS 

UAME CHURCH 

 

April 28 thru May 2, 2021 

Virtual/Limited in person 

THEME: New Wine,  

For New Wineskins 

Remissioning, Reforming and 

Reconstructing the Church! 

Matthew 9:16-17  

 

Zoom Information: 

 Weds. 04/28; 8:30 A.M. 

 Thurs. 4/29; 8:30  A.M.  

 (Except 4:00 Closed  

 Session) 

 Fri. 04/30; 8:30 A.M. 

 

Meeting ID: 874 3122 7405 

Passcode: 208000 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,, 

87431227405# US (D.C.) 

+19292056099,, 

87431227405# (NY) 

Dial by your location 

+1 301 75 8592 (D.C.) 

+1 929 205 6099 (NY) 

 

   Weds. April 28, 2021 

 

8:30 am-8:45 Prayer 

8:45 am-9:00 Devotions 

9:00 am Divine Worship 

Worship Leader—Rev. R. Evans 

Scripture—Rev. D. F. Harris 

Prayer—Dr. R. T. Lampkins 

Welcome—Sis. M. Lynch 

Preached Word-Rev. F. Hazzard, 

 QCA Galilee 

          ——————- 

Presentation—Background Checks, 

 Rev. Terri McClain 

 

Thurs. April 29, 2021 

 

8:30 am-8:45 Prayer 

8:45 am-9:00 Devotions 

9:00 am Divine Worship 

Worship Leader-Rev. D. McCain 

Scripture 

Prayer 

Welcome—Rev. M. Mills 

Preached Word—Rev. L. Allen 

 Stapleton, Staten Island 

          ———————- 

Workshop—Social Justice 

          ———————- 

7:00 pm Brotherhood in Worship 

 

Fri. April 30, 2021 

 

8:30 am-8:45 Prayer 

8:45 am-9:00 Devotions 

9:00 am Divine Worship 

7:00 pm Sisterhood in Worship 

 

Sat. May 1, 2021 

[Facebook Live, YouTube] 

 

8:30 am-8:45 Prayer 

8:45 am-9:00 Devotions 

9:00 am Divine Worship 

Worship Leader 

Scripture 

Prayer 

Welcome—Dr. Lampkins 

Preached Word—Rev. James 

 Matthews, Jr. Pastor 

 Mt. Calvary 

           ——————— 

11:00 am—ZOOM 

Building Young Adults 

 

Sun. May 2, 2021 

[Limited in-person 

FB Live, Youtube 

Stpauluame] 

 

11:00 am Divine Worship 

Worship Leader—Dr. Lampkins 

Scripture—D.S. S. Davis 

Prayer—D.S. Evans 

Preached Word—Bishop Scott 

Assignments—Bishop Amos 

Singing of Our Battle Hymn 

Doxology 

Benediction 
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Our substitute 

Rev. Alvirta V. Peterson-Cox 

Philemon 18, 19; NASB 

The Epistle of Paul to Philemon (Fy-LEE-

mon)  is in the NT section of the Holy Writ. 

It is the eighteenth chapter of the New 

Testament, and the fifty-seventh chapter 

in the Bible overall. It is a personal letter 

from Paul to a man named Philemon, a 

member of the church at Colossae (Ko-

LAH-see). He most likely was a convert of 

Paul’s. Philemon is the shortest and most 

personal of all the Pauline letters. It is ob-

vious that the apostle wrote to a friend, a 

Christian brother. The subject of the letter 

was a runaway slave named Onesimus (Oh

-NEH-si-muhs). Onesimus belonged to 

Philemon. He had wronged his master and 

subsequently run away. He escaped to 

Rome and by God’s grace, encountered 

the apostle. He was converted and be-

came close to Paul. Paul was happy to 

have Onesimus with him, but knew he had 

to send the slave back to his master to 

make amends. Look closely at this letter, it 

teaches the importance of forgiveness and 

reconciliation in the family of God. But it 

also teaches us that once you come into 

the family of God,  you are a brother or 

sister to all in the family. 

“Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timo-

thy, our brother, To Philemon, our be-

loved brother and fellow worker, and to 

Apphia (Op-FEE-us), our sister, and to 

Arhippus (R-KIP-us) our fellow soldier, and 

to the church in your house. Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Note the first few 

words. Paul describes himself as a prison-

er of the Lord. Throughout the letter, he 

pleads for the slave. He refers to his own 

imprisonment six times—in verses 1, 9, 

10, 13, 22, and 23. But Paul is a different 

type of prisoner—he is a prisoner of the 

Lord, not because he committed an actual 

crime, not bound to another human being 

because of a perceived debt, rather, be-

cause of his love, devotion, and loyalty to 

Jesus. It is because of his relationship with 

the Master that he is behind bars. In this, 

he identifies with Onesimus.   

In verses 4-7, Paul offers thanks and inter-

cedes on behalf of the recipient of the 

letter as he does in the majority of his 

writings. He thanks God for Philemon’s 

Christian witness—he lives the type of life 

we all are supposed to live. Apparently, he 

loves the Lord and shows that love to oth-

er believers. And, he lives his faith. 

In verses 8 and 9, he is being diplomatic; 

that’s why he eased into his personal yet 

challenging request. He could have  com-

manded Philemon to come get Onesimus 

but he didn’t. And, when he wrote, he was 

deliberate and gracious. And, he was sin-

cere in his request. Onesimus is now a 

believer and this changed his relationship 

with Philemon. So Paul wants Philemon to 

receive him as a brother, or, as if he were 

receiving Paul himself. 

Now, here is the crucial portion of the 

text. “But if he has wronged you in any 

way or owes you anything, charge that to 

my account;” Can you grab hold of the 

point here? Paul offered to pay the slaves 

entire debt. This fact is an illustration of 

exactly what Jesus did for us! Jesus was 

our Substitute. He did the same for all of 

us. He took our place on that cross. He 

paid our entire sin debt; we owe nothing! 

We know what a substitute is, what a sub-

stitute does. If not, a substitute is a person 

or thing that takes the place or function of 

another. But there are good substitutes 

and there are bad substitutes. And then, 

there is the ultimate Substitute. During 

Lent, we focus on the crucifixion, resurrec-

tion, and ascension of our precious Lord. 

We focus on how He came to Earth as 

Messiah, the One chosen to die as a ran-

som for us. 

After the Fall of Man, we were separated 

from God. But our loving Creator did not 

want that. He loves us with an everlasting, 

unchanging love and wants to have a re-

ciprocal relationship with us. So, He for-

mulated the marvelous plan of salvation 

needed for us to be reconciled to Him. 

That plan included sending Christ to the 

cross for us. He was the only possible pure 

and sinless Substitute available. Because 

of this, we are saved and safe. 

So, what does this mean to us today?  

Well, the One who knew no sin became 

sin for us. He took our horrible, black sin 

upon His pure shoulders, went to the  

cross, and died in our place. “But God 

commendeth his love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners Christ died for 

us.” Rom. 5:8. He filled in for us. He took 

our place. He was our Substitute. 

We have the victory today because of our 

Substitute. Our sins have been forgiven 

because of our Substitute. We have been 

redeemed because of our Substitute. Our 

names have been written in the Lamb’s 

Book of Life because of our Substitute.  

We now have the wonderful promise of 

eternal life because of our Substitute. And 

one day soon, we will see Jesus, our 

blessed Savior, face to face in all His glory, 

because He is our Substitute. The One 

who did not owe a debt paid a great and 

substantial debt for us! Thank God, the 

Father for His sacrifice. Thank God, the 

Son for His obedience. 

Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain; 

He washed it white as snow. 

——————————————————— 
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What is good Friday? 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Ghee, Sr. 

Pastor 

What is Good Friday? According to the 
Magazine Monitor, a collection of cultural 
artifacts, it is the day when Christians 
commemorate Jesus Christ’s crucifixion. 
So, why is it called Good Friday? “We may 
say that on the first Good Friday after-
noon was completed that great act by 
which light conquered darkness and 
goodness conquered sin. That is the won-
der of our Savior’s crucifixion.”  

According to the Bible, the Son of God 
was flogged, ordered to carry the cross on 
which He would be crucified, and then put 
to death. John 3:16 says: “For this is how 
God loved the world: He gave his one 
and only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him will not perish but have 
ever lasting life. 17 God sent his Son into 
the world not to judge the world, but to 
save the world through him.”  NLT 

In the same way, Good Friday is “good” 
because as terrible as that day was, it had 
to happen for us to receive the joy of 
Easter. The wrath of God against sin had 
to be poured out on Jesus, the perfect 
sacrificial substitute, in order for for-
giveness and salvation to be poured out 
to the nations. Without that awful day of 
suffering, sorrow, and shed blood at the 
cross, God could not be both “just and the 
justifier” of those who trust in Jesus. The 
day that seemed to be the greatest tri-
umph of evil, or the deathblow for the 
world, was actually the initiation of God’s 
plan to redeem that same world from 
bondage. 

The cross is where this all took place, it is 
the place where God’s demands, his right-
eousness, corresponded with his mercy. 
We receive divine forgiveness, mercy, and 
peace because Jesus willingly took on our 
divine punishment, the result of God’s 
righteousness against sin. “For the joy set 
before him” Jesus endured the cross on 
Good Friday, knowing it led to his resur-
rection, our salvation, and the beginning 
of God’s reign of righteousness and  

peace. 

 

 

Resurrection Sunday 

A youth lesson 

Sis. Vonnetta Twyman-Jackson 

Old Fort, Christiana, DE 

For hundreds of years, the prophets in 
Israel had foretold the coming of a Savior. 
And in the fullness of time—roughly 2000 
years ago—God sent forth His Son, Jesus 
of Nazareth. And at the age of thirty, Je-
sus began His public ministry. He was a 
worker of miracles, but He was also so 
much more than that. He was God and 
because of this He would be crucified. He 
was often questioned about who He was. 
Once when He was questioned by His en-
emies asking for a sign that He was the 
Son of God and would rise, Jesus said: 
“For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will 
the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the 
earth.” (Matthew 12:40). Jesus was say-
ing “I will be crucified, but I will rise again 
on the third day. My resurrection will 
prove that I am who I claim to be.” Jesus 
knew He would suffer many things and be 
crucified. Can you imagine knowing you 
were going to be crucified? 

Often when we talk about God’s salvation 
plan, we spend a lot of time thinking and 
speaking about the death of Jesus. And 
for good reason! Jesus’ death is significant 
for a number of reasons… 

 It fulfilled prophecy that said the Son 
of Man would suffer for our sins 
(Isaiah 53:4-6); 

 It was the point at which Jesus took 
the sins of the world unto Himself 
and took our punishment; 

 It was the moment when God gave 
humanity a way to be restored in 
relationship with Him. 

Too often we stop at His death but that’s 
only half the story. The resurrection is just 
as important as the crucifixion. Here’s 
why we shouldn’t forget about the signifi-
cance of Resurrection Sunday. 

He Defeated Death 

This proved once and for all, without a 
doubt, that He was God. This is so im-
portant!!! It means that when Jesus says 
He has power to forgive sins (such as 

Mark 2:1-12), He actually  does—because 
He is God! Jesus said in John 10:30 “I and 
the Father are one.” 

Romans 1:4 says: “And who through the 
spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of 
God in power [a] by his resurrection from 
the dead.” Jesus Christ is our Lord. 

This is the meaning of the Resurrection—
That Jesus Christ is God and everything 
He said is true. During His earthly minis-
try, there were TONS of clues that pointed 
to the fact that Jesus was God. From His 
birth that was heralded by angels and 
celebrated by kings. To being a carpen-
ter’s son that could give sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, and mobility to the 
lame. 

After His resurrection, the Lord was on 
the earth for 40 days. And Christianity 
spread. Everyone who witnessed the risen 
Lord (and there were hundreds of them!!) 
shared what they had seen. And, the wor-
ship of Jesus spread as people knew their 
faith was in something true and life-
changing. 

In 1 Corinthians 15:16, Paul writes to the 
church in Corinth, “If Christ has not been 
raised, our preaching is useless and so is 
your faith.” Just think: Without the resur-
rection, Jesus was a mere man that 
claimed to be God and did a couple of 
cool tricks, and then was killed for up-
setting the Jewish leaders. But with the 
resurrection, our whole lives are 
changed. We are invited to accept the 
sacrifice of Jesus’ life as an atonement for 
our sins, and enter into a restored rela-
tionship with God. 

How Awesome is that? 

Let’s apply this to our lives. We love to 
celebrate life-changing events with others 
We book banquet halls a year in advance 
and hire the best caterers so people can 
spend a few hours with us on our special 
day. The greatest event that can ever hap-
pen to us is the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and we should find a way to share 
the Good News and create a special occa-
sion for that sharing. 
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 Why Resurrection sunday? 

Rev. Sheila M. Davis 

D.S., 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Districts 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is said to 

be the cornerstone of our Christian faith. 

This event which occurred almost 2000 

years ago is the best attested fact in hu-

man history and experience. The resur-

rection of Christ was predicted in the Old 

Testament and by Christ Himself. During 

the 40 days following His resurrection, 

Jesus showed Himself to be risen from 

the dead by ‘many infallible proofs’. He 

appeared at various times and places to 

many people who told others what they 

had seen. By rising from the dead, Jesus 

demonstrated that He had cleansed the 

guilt of our past and is able to help us in 

our present lives. His resurrection assures 

us that our future is safe and secure. 

Without Christ’s resurrection, we would 

have no salvation from sin and no hope 

for our own resurrection. So, as we con-

sider the fact that Jesus is no longer on 

the cross or in the tomb, we have good 

reason to rejoice, rejoice knowing that His 

resurrection shifted our hope in dark 

times. His resurrection lets us know we 

have power over the devil and His resur-

rection is a  symbol of God’s love and 

grace. I Corinthians 15:1-19 tells the sto-

ry. 

15 “Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand. 2 By this gos-
pel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 
word I preached to you. Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain. 

3 For what I received I passed on to you as 
of first importance[a]: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scrip-
tures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas,
[b] and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of 

the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he ap-
peared to James, then to all the apos-
tles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me 
also, as to one abnormally born. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles and do 
not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace to me was not without 
effect. No, I worked harder than all of 
them—yet not I, but the grace of God 
that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I 
or they, this is what we preach, and this is 
what you believed. 

The Resurrection of the Dead 

12 But if it is preached that Christ has been 

raised from the dead, how can some of 

you say that there is no resurrection of 

the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of 

the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. 14 And if Christ has not been 

raised, our preaching is useless and so is 

your faith. 15 More than that, we are then 

found to be false witnesses about God, 

for we have testified about God that he 

raised Christ from the dead. But he did 

not raise him if in fact the dead are not 

raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, 

then Christ has not been raised ei-

ther. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile; you are still in your 

sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this 

life we have hope in Christ, we are of all 

people most to be pitied.”  [NIV] 

Be blessed. 

——————————————————-- 

 

“God is more truly imagined than  

expressed, and He exists more truly  

than He is imagined.” 

St. Augustine 

 

New Fellowship 1st Anniversary 

Sis. Rita Chambers 

 

New Fellowship UAME Church, Camden, 

NJ, celebrated its first church anniversary 

on Sunday, March 14, 2021. In the midst 

of the pandemic, God has allowed us to 

worship safely. Souls have been saved 

and God has added to our family! 

Our focus is Fortifying Families for the 

Kingdom of God, One Family Member at a 

Time.  

New Fellowship continues to grow, to 

witness and serve God’s people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve come this far by faith 

Leaning on the Lord 

Trusting in His holy Word 

He’s never failed me yet 

Oh, O-o-ooh, o-o-ooh,  

Can’t turn around 

We’ve come this far by faith. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28722a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28724b
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The Bishop Speaks 

Rt. Rev. Charles L. Amos 

 

I recently read in an article, “If it weren’t 

for people...work would be great. If it 

weren’t for people...church would be 

effortless. If it weren’t for peo-

ple...humble service would be easy.” 

Serving as Bishop in the UAME Church is 

definitely a humility walk. I imagine some 

would disagree with me from the outside 

looking in through those purple colored 

lenses. President Barak Obama exclaims 

in his book A Promised Land that serving 

as president was a lonely place. I can defi-

nitely identify with that sentiment. Serv-

ing the Union Church in this capacity has 

definitely lowered me to another level of 

isolation,  yet raised me to another level 

of intimacy with my Heavenly Father. 

I really had no expectations coming into 

this office. I emptied myself of any and all 

delusions of grandeur, for if any success 

was to be had, it would come to fruition if 

the Lord caused it to be. I realized that I 

could not approach my time in this office 

as one who simply presides, but as one 

that God allowed to serve in such a time 

as this, to bring about necessary changes. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brandished 

the light on other issues of importance 

that have been plaguing the constituency 

of the UAME Church. 

One issue is poverty. Over 8 million peo-

ple slipped into poverty in America during 

this pandemic. Over 74 million people 

have lost work with the majority of jobs in 

low income industries that pay below 

average wages. In January, over 24 million 

adults reported experiencing hunger.  

More than 6 million said they fear being 

evicted or foreclosed on in the beginning 

of 2021 due to the inability to make their 

rent or mortgage payment. On the other 

side of the scales, higher income people 

have been relatively untouched economi-

cally, so there seems to be a gross dispari-

ty between the haves and the have nots. 

Other issues include such disparities with 

minorities in Health Care; mass incarcera-

tion; and the stigma of mental health. 

Minorities are significantly underrepre-

sented in important fields such as engi-

neering and education, mathematics and 

statistics. So, our education system is fail-

ing us also. 

These and many other issues have to be-

come important to the Union Church be-

cause they affect the future of the com-

munities that we serve. We must begin to 

deal with issues that affect the whole 

man. We have to be a part of making our 

communities better. For, if our communi-

ties are better, then our churches will be 

better and our families will be better off. 

These first two and a half years have been 

challenging to say the least. There were 

no models, or examples of how to maneu-

ver through quarantines and setting up 

virtual platforms. I imagine it was a bless-

ing in disguise because it caused us to 

realize that much of what we had previ-

ously determined to be essential was not. 

It also helped a church that was resistant 

to technology and social platforms to piv-

ot into the twenty-first century. 

It is my prayer that we will not go back to 

the way things used to be. This means 

that everyone in leadership—from our 

clergy, to our stewards and trustees, and 

everyone in between—will have to come 

to terms with where we are now. We can 

no longer afford to isolate ourselves from 

the world in which we  live. We have to 

push ourselves onto the global stage. We 

must participate in national dialogues. We 

must be a part of our community instead 

of just being a church in the community. 

Our pastors must not only possess biblical 

prowess, but must also become aware of 

the needs of the community. They must 

develop strategies to meet those needs as 

well as build meaningful partnerships with 

other organizations and leaders that pos-

sess much needed resources.   

The next five years are going to be crucial 

to the survival of our denomination. I am 

praying that our heavenly Father will 

grant me the wisdom and the courage to 

make the necessary movements that will 

secure a viable future for this Spencer 

Church. It is also my prayer that each pas-

tor will understand the necessity of being 

led by the Holy Spirit as we serve this pre-

sent age and not be given over to languor-

ous, apathetic ways that will surely secure 

our demise.  

———————————————————

A touch can bring about a change 

Mk. 3:25-34, Rev. Sylvia M. elliott 

A touch can bring about a change, 

Just one touch from Jesus, and your 

 whole life He’ll rearrange. 

A touch can bring about a change and 

 make you whole. 

It can put peace, love and happiness deep 

 down in your soul. 

With just a touch from Jesus, there’s no 

 more self-pride, 

For  we put Jesus and others first, 

  and  set self-aside. 

A touch can bring about a change. 

A touch from Jesus will give you  

 a new talk, 

And with Jesus leading, you walk a  

 new walk. 

A touch can come in different forms 

 & deeds 

Through a smile or word help someone in 

 need. 

This final word I have to say, 

A touch from Jesus is the better way. 

A touch can bring about a change. 



8 

Evangelizing during a pandemic 

Evang. Mary F. Wilson 

 

The coming of this dreaded disease COVID

-19 has caused a change in the way we 

carry out Jesus’ command to go and make 

disciples of all nations.  Much prayer was 

needed and I sought God’s direction to 

accomplish this task. 

Even though I was not able to make house 

visits, I found my telephone to be a valua-

ble tool for communicating with family 

(saved and unsaved) and friends. I greeted 

them with love and asked if I could assist 

them in any way, be it physical (going to 

the store for them or providing transpor-

tation to doctor appointments) or spiritual 

(listening to their concerns, offering pray-

er, and words of encouragement to lift 

their spirits). 

I greet all those I encounter in the super-

market with a smile and we engage in 

conversation, talking back and forth about 

how good God has been to us. When we 

leave each other’s company, we say God 

Bless you and have a nice rest of your day. 

God has given me the opportunity to send 

out cards to those the Spirit place on my 

heart—get well, thinking of you, encour-

agement, wishing you well. I take time 

selecting cards to meet the situation. 

My Testimony—I experienced the COVID-

19 disease myself. I passed out in my 

bathtub. When I came to, my son had 

called the ambulance. I was taken to the 

hospital and remained in the ICU for 4 

days before they moved me to my room. I 

was hooked up to bags of medicine, a 

heart monitor, and oxygen, with an oxy-

gen monitor on my finger. 

One afternoon as I watched Impact on TV, 

I got tired and turned it off. All of a sudden 

a loud growling, like the one you get when 

hungry, started. It got louder and louder. 

It was as if the growling came from the 

right side of my body. I also felt jabs of 

cold shooting through my left side. The 

growling became louder and the jabs got 

colder, running throughout my body. I 

started praying and singing, asking Jesus 

to come. I found myself giving Jesus total 

praise, singing and praying and praying 

and singing. I sang so many songs, songs I 

didn’t even know, and they just poured 

out. Then, I would pray some more. 

It was at this point that I decided to offer 

God’s Word back to him.  

“Lord, you said you would give me that 

peace that passes all understanding.” 

“Lord, You said if I spoke the word, moun-

tains would be moved. You said by faith,  

it would be done.” 

“Lord, You said You knew me before I was 

in my mother’s womb. You said when I 

was in my mother’s womb, You came and 

put in me all You wanted. You said I was 

fearfully, wonderfully, and marvelously 

made. Lord You said these things and I 

believe you.” 

“Lord, You said You would never leave nor 

forsake me, that You would be there 

when I needed You.”  

The growling noise and jabs of coldness 

running through my body became unbear-

able and I believed I was dying. I called on 

Jesus again. “Lord, I am Your child. I need 

You to come and take me through be-

cause I know on the other side of through 

is my victory.” 

“Lord, I can’t do this myself, I need You to 

take my hand and lead me through so I 

can get my victory.”  Jesus took my hand 

and as He led me through, the growling 

ceased. The sharp jabs of cold went away 

When I got to the end, I hollered, THANK 

YOU JESUS, I GOT MY VICTORY. I GOT MY 

VICTORY. 

Later, I asked the Lord what I was to learn 

from this experience. In every experience, 

you know, there is something to learn. He 

told me this: “Tell everyone I am not dead, 

I am alive and I want a relationship with 

My people.” 

Friends, I am doing just that. I am telling 

everyone Jesus is not dead. He is alive and 

wants a relationship with His people! 

——————————————————-

Candlelight Service, Sisterhood 

This year’s Candlelight Worship celebra-

tion was both unique and informational. 

First Lady Amos and her team presented 

Women of the Bible and it was excellent! 

Rev. Carolyn Magnotti represented Sarai/

Sarah; Evang. Lisa Williams-Jackson rep-

resented Anna; Sis. Dineen Amos was Es-

ther; Dr. Ruth Britt was Mary Magdalene; 

and Sis. Alicia Jacobs was Deborah. 

Sarah cautioned us to remember that 

nothing is too hard for God. God is able to 

do what we cannot imagine. We might not 

believe, we might not accept it, we might 

even laugh. But God can and God will.  

Anna told us to be more like her. To be 

patient. To expect great things. To be 

faithful, to stay the course. To trust God. 

Esther reprimanded us. We are to adapt 

to the times. We are to be new-age, cou-

rageous queens. To discern which voices 

to ignore and which voices to listen to. We 

are to act prudently, stay true to our vi-

sion, know that without God, we will lose 

our identities. Obey His will. 

Mary Magdalene spoke directly to our 

hearts. She told us to follow the Lord. 

“Everywhere Jesus went, Mary Magdalene 

showed up.” We ought to stand up. And, 

we ought to go tell it. We definitely need 

to contribute to the cause of Christ! 

With Deborah, we learned that we should 

be just as relevant today, in 2021. We 

need to stay faithful to God. We were 

encouraged to know God does not call the 

qualified; He qualifies the called.  And, we 

all have the spirit of Deborah within us. 
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Church School Board 

 Black History Program 

 

Rev. Francine Hazzard welcomed us, Dr. 

Kay Wayman took charge of music, and 

then the magic began. Brooke Potts from 

Graves Chapter read Psalm 23 and Geor-

dan Childs of St. Luke, West Chester 

offered prayer. 

After several trivia questions, our youth 

stepped up to the plate. Ariana Lewis of 

Graves Chapel was first with a Power Point 

presentation featuring historical events of 

her home state. Her fellow church school 

member Tayla Mosley read an essay about 

Kent County MD’s freedom march. 

Next up was Bianca Blake of Honeycomb. 

She presented a poster depicting the Black 

Lives Matter movement and Black Excel-

lence. She offered facts and history for 

every image on the poster. 

Honeycomb product and Howard Univ. 

sophomore Inez Hinton-Jacobs reminded 

us that “Black History is never ending.” We 

should realize that “every day that God 

wakes us up is another opportunity to do 

what He gives us to do.” 

Dr. Kay played Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody 

Turn Me Around and we enjoyed another 

round of trivia. 

At this point, Elijah Neal of Old Fort, Chris-

tiana, DE piqued our interest by compar-

ing and contrasting his father’s struggles 

as a Black man in America with his moth-

er’s struggles as a Black woman in Haiti.  

Master Gladear Titus offered his rendition 

of Wade in the Water. He represented Mt. 

Salem, Delaware City, DE. 

Our future poet laureate, Davonna Way-

man, read one of her original poems, after 

which our adult members took the stage. 

Sis. Kathleen Johnson of Mother reminded 

us of how Black history cannot be limited 

to just 28 days. And, Sis. Naikeya Morrison 

read an essay encouraging our young peo-

ple to follow their dreams. To go against 

the grain. To refuse to settle. She shared 

how a school teacher/counselor discour-

aged her from pursuing her dream of be-

coming a nurse. Moral? When people look 

at us, they see what they want to see. 

They tend to place limits on us—

sometimes because of what we look like, 

sometimes because of predetermined 

ideas. By God’s grace, Sis. Morrison was 

determined. She had dreams. She had 

goals. She because a nurse! 

Bro. Myron Neal talked about the signifi-

cance of the UAME Church in Black Histo-

ry. He encouraged all those on the line to 

learn more about Peter Spencer. He told 

us about the importance of keeping our 

history alive! 

Before remarks, Davonna asked a few 

thought-provoking questions. When did 

we first realize we were Black? What did 

we think about the George Floyd situa-

tion? What can we do to make things 

better? 

D.S. Evans congratulated the youth on a 

job well-done and encouraged all to stay 

the course. 

Bishop Amos did likewise, but also re-

minded the youngsters that “we don’t 

have to be what society dictates”. 

Next up? Annual Workshop—Keeping our 

Youth Engaged in Church School. April 

17th @ 10:00, via Zoom. Through Mentor-

ing, Facilitator Anesha Truesdale, Young 

Black Achievers, North Wilmington YMCA; 

Through Technology, Facilitator Rev. J. 

Anthony Jones; Through Volunteerism, 

Facilitator Cassandra Evans, From the Ash-

es, Inc.; and Through Pastoral Support and 

Encouragement, Bishop Amos. 

ZOOM meeting ID 857 3450 3348, 
Passcode: 748988 
 
One tap mobile  
+13126266799,,85734503348#,,,*7489
88# US (Chicago) 

+19294362866,,85734503348#,,,,*748
988# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 
————————————————— 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Vincent Ransome 
August 13, 1952—January 21, 2021 

 

When Rev. Ransome was a student at the 
Biblical Institute of Boulden Seminary, he 
wrote these words. “This great institute 
has opened my mind even more, with 
more understanding of the Word of our 
God, which is one of my goals in this walk 
with Jesus. I believe that they have great 
teachers and they are willing to share 
their knowledge and understanding of 
what the Word of God is truly saying. 
 
“I hope and pray that I will be able to one 
day help someone along their way in this 
thing we call life, because saving souls and 
having a closer walk with my Lord our God 
Jesus Christ is what I truly want to have in 
my life. I believe that the Biblical Institute 
can truly provide that for me!” 
 
Rev. Ransome graduated from Boulden in 
2018. He was ordained a Deacon and 
named pastor of St. John, Riverside, NJ 
that same year. He loved God, his family, 
the UAME conference, and his St. John 
church family.  
 
In January of this year, Pastor Ransome 
went home to be with the Lord. He will be 
sorely missed. 
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Reopening the Church Doors 

Rev. Sharon Ghee 

The Great Commandment states, “‘Love 

the Lord your God’…’Love your neighbor 

as yourself’” (Matt. 22:37-39). During this 

pandemic, one way we express love for 

ourselves is in doing what we can to pro-

tect ourselves from getting infected. One 

way we express love for our neighbor is in 

doing what we can to protect them from 

getting infected. In just about a year, this 

pandemic has dramatically changed our 

lives and turned our world upside down. 

My husband and I had  contracted this 

disease, and I with pneumonia as well. 

And as Christians, we grieve this inability 

to meet in person with our church com-

munities. We deeply desire to gather 

again. However, we must consider how to 

do so in safe ways that consider our most 

vulnerable neighbors and do not fuel the 

spread of COVID-19. It is important for us 

to remember that the church never actu-

ally closed, just the doors to our buildings. 

As Christ’s disciples, we are learning to 

live out our calling to worship, pray, en-

courage, witness, disciple and serve in 

creative ways that minimize the risk of 

COVID-19 transmission. We’ve gone 

online, moved our small groups to video 

chats, and found new ways to love our 

neighbors. We are still the people of God; 

that has not changed. We are not the 

building! We are the real church. Now, as 

we enter a new phase of COVID-19, we 

see restrictions loosen and businesses 

beginning to reopen. Our churches face a 

set of difficult decisions: when to resume 

in-person ministries and how to carry out 

these ministries safely. 

Churches around the country are feeling 

pressure to rush these decisions. Now as 

we look forward toward gathering again, 

with eagerness and gladness of heart (and 

perhaps some anxiety), we need to do so 

wisely. Through this process, trust God’s 

faithfulness and goodness while also be-

ing realistic about possible risks, threats, 

challenges, and complications from COVID

-19. Keep in mind that reopening your 

church is more complicated than an open-

or-closed  decision, and it will likely be 

some time before things return to “church 

as usual” (i.e. back to pre-COVID-19 

norms). The pandemic in its present form 

will pass. One day, we’ll look back on this 

time and see clearly that God was with us 

and was working in our midst for good. 

Knowing this, we can turn to Him today 

and ask Him to give us the discernment, 

compassion, and faith to make the right 

decisions for our churches and our people 

at this time. Spencer, Woodstown will be 

opening on Easter. It has been a true 

learning experience and through much 

prayer and keeping the faith, we have 

overcome. 

 

Prayer: God, guide us into and through 

this process with your wisdom and peace. 

Amen. 

Peace and blessings,  

Rev. Sharon M. Ghee, Co-Pastor 

———————————————————

The Importance of STEM 

Science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics programs have been imple-

mented in many of our schools. And, if we 

are going to compete with students in 

many other parts of America, as well as 

students in other countries, we need to 

step up our efforts.  

Dr. Sanya A. Springfield 

Without STEM educational support, the 

world would not know Dr. Sanya A. 

Springfield, a native of Chester, PA.  

Currently, Dr. Springfield is Director of the 

National Cancer Institute’s Center to Re-

duce Cancer Health Disparities. With her 

work, she supports initiatives and pro-

grams that focus on community outreach, 

education and engagement, to increase 

the number of African-Americans in can-

cer research. According to the American 

Cancer Society, our people have the high-

est death rate and lowest survival rate of 

any racial/ethnic group in our country. Dr. 

Springfield is working hard to change 

things. With more minority scientists, and 

more research, we can determine how 

cancer affects our people and change the 

outcome. 

Dr. Springfield earned a doctorate in phys-

iology and biophysics from Howard Univ. 

She became the third African-American 

neuroscientist in the world. With STEM 

programs, she won’t be the last! 

STEM is also impacting the US Navy. His-

tory has recently been made as four wom-

en of color took the helm as Commanders 

of Warships—at the same time! All are 

nuclear-qualified commanders.  

Kimberly Jones is commander of the USS 

Tortuga. Kathryn Wijnaldum is command-

er of the USS Oak Hill. Kristal O’Canas 

serves as commander of the USS Whidbey 

Island. And, LaDonna Simpson  serves as 

captain of the USS Carter Hall. All are 

based at the Naval Station in Norfolk, VA. 

“The women also attribute their success 

to STEM education and reiterated the 

importance of educating more women 

in STEM.” 

The Union Messenger is an advocate for 

education and continues to offer our 

young people examples of African-

Americans using their God-given gifts and 

talents to change the world. 
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WWW3 Ministry—Women Waging War 

Spiritually * Emotionally * Physically 

SISTERS STRETCHING INTO PURPOSE 

Sis. Rita Chambers 

New Fellowship Women’s Ministry 

WWW3 (Women Waging War Spiritually, 

Emotionally, Physically). On January 16, 

2021, Rev. Tracey L. Scott conducted a 

workshop titled Sisters Stretching into 

Purpose. The women actually did stretch-

ing exercises. 

Our scriptures Mk. 3:3 & 5 and Ex. 14:26, 

27, reminded us that we’re to put our 

faith in the Lord; know that He is faithful 

to deliver; expect Him to perform a mira-

cle in you, through you, and for you. And, 

we should not be afraid to let Him stretch 

us. 

 

When God stretches you outside of your 

comfort zone, ask 2 questions: 

1. Why do we avoid being stretched? 

Pride, rebellion, comfort, laziness, fear, 

ignorance. 

2.     What are the benefits of stretching? 

Prevents injury, decreases stress, im-

proves range of motion. 

YOU CAN’T GROW WITHOUT BEING 

STRETCHED!  Stretching precedes leaping! 

If we want to become all God created us 

to be—flowing in His Spirit, walking in His 

purpose, and reaching His destiny for our 

lives—we must be willing to be stretched! 

Mark 3:3 & 5 tells us we must stretch. In 

v 3, Jesus calls the  man with the withered 

hand and says, “Come and stand in front”. 

In v 5, Jesus told the same man, “Stretch 

forth your hand.” So the man did and was 

restored. 

Ex. 14:26, 27 tells us we must stretch. 

When God told Moses to stretch out his 

hand, he did. “And Moses stretched forth 

his hand over the sea, and the sea re-

turned to his strength when the morning 

appeared.” 

The same God that healed the man’s hand 

and supernaturally protected the Israelites 

is the same God who is calling us to 

stretch today. 

If we endure and increase our spiritual 

stamina, we will see that 

 He still provides 

 He still heals 

 He still makes ways out of no way 

 He still sets us free. 

Sisters, it’s time to stretch. Stretch 

 Our Faith 

 Past small thinking 

 Past disappointments 

 Past worry 

 Past negativity 

 Past toxic relationships 

 Past insecurities 

 Past pride 

 Past procrastination 

 Past wrong teaching 

 Past offenses 

 Past bad credit 

 Past who they said you are. 

Use these references for proper stretching 

 Prov. 3:5 

 Jer. 17:7 

 Rom. 5:1 

 2 Cor. 5:7 

 Phil. 1:6 

 Jas. 1:2; 4:10 

 1 Pt. 5:10, 11 (Living) “After you have 

suffered a little while, our God, who is 

full of kindness through Christ, will 

give you his eternal glory. He person-

ally will come and pick you up, and set 

you firmly in place, and make you 

stronger than ever. 11 To him be all 

power over all things, forever and 

ever. Amen.” 

Endure the Stretching to Get His Blessing 

1. Put your faith in the Lord. 

2. Know that He is faithful to deliver. 

3. Expect Him to perform a miracle in 

you, through you, and for you. 

4. Don’t be afraid to stretch! 

——————————————————- 

Dr. Kizzmekia S. Corbett 

Union Church, did you know that a young 

African-American scientist played a crucial 

role in developing the Moderna COVID-19 

vaccine? According to Dr. Anthony Fauci, 

Dr. Corbett has “been central to the devel-

opment of the Moderna mRNA vaccine 

and the Eli Lilly therapeutic monoclonal 

antibody that were first to enter clinical 

trials in the U.S.” In addition, “her work 

will have a substantial impact on ending 

the worst respiratory-disease pandemic in 

more than 100 years.” Time Magazine. 

She is a viral-immunologist at the Vaccine 

Research Center at the National Institute 

of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.  

She earned a PhD in microbiology and 

immunology from the University of North 

Carolina Chapel Hill. She is now the lead 

scientist for the Coronavirus Team. 

She offers education to minority groups, 

hoping to nurture trust, so that more of us 

will become vaccinated.  She also works 

hard to inspire our youth, so that more 

will see that goals are obtainable. 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOUR VOTE DIDN’T MATTER, 

WHY ARE THEY WORKING SO HARD 

TO TAKE IT AWAY FROM YOU? 

 

 

SINCE JANUARY 2021, 

47 STATES HAVE ENACTED 

VOTER SUPPRESSION LAWS. 

 

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT THIS? 

 

 


