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I want to thank almighty God for choos-

ing me for such a time as this to be a part 

of His great plan for the UAME Church. I 

realize that I am not worthy nor do I have 

the aptitude, strength, or ability to lead 

God’s people. After being in the office of 

Bishop for a little more than a year, I have 

realized that only when I am weak can He 

become strong. When God spoke to me 

and called me to this great office I was 

truly afraid and did not want to run, run-

ning for Bishop caused me great pain. I 

had many sleepless nights leading up to 

the election, not because I coveted the 

Office of Bishop, but I wanted to be sure, 

very sure that this is what the Lord was 

calling me to do. Realizing that, if elected 

to Bishop I would now have the weight 

and responsibility of 23 churches on my 

shoulders and the accountability to God 

for his churches was terrifying. Also I 

realized that my life as I knew it would 

change drastically, the church I had pas-

tored for 15 years and the people who I 

had built relationships with over those 

years would change, I would have to relo-

cate and my responsibilities would 

change. And then the churches process of 

electing a Bishop would cause division 

among churches, the districts, and the 

candidates who were running. I truly 

thank God for Dr. Charles Amos whose 

love for the church and obedience to the 

Holy Spirit circumvented what the devil 

was trying to do (further divide our 

church). I want to thank all of the mem-

bers of the UAME Church for deciding to 

move forward and trusting God in the 

outcome of the election. Then I want to 

thank Bishop Michael Moulden for his 

trust, guidance and prayers through my 

years in ministry up until and after the 

election process. 

 

After being elected I cried, I don’t think 

they were tears of joy or tears of sorrow, 

but tears of relief that the process was 

over. I could finally rest, I could collect 

myself and breathe. Then there was sor-

row because I discovered that things I 

may have said or things people may have 

said I said hurt my brothers and sisters in 

Christ. I want to take this opportunity to 

apologize for anything that was done or 

said by me or on behalf of myself that 

hurt any of my brothers and sisters and I 

pray that you would forgive me. You are 

all great men and women of God and I 

admire your work and love you all from 

the bottom of my heart.  

 

As stated in the five-year plan, we must 

work to reform, reorganize, and restruc-

ture the UAME Church for the 21st centu-

ry. We must develop a vibrant, growing  

denomination that accomplishes the Great 

Commission given to us by our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. We must heed to the 

Wake-up call, which are circumstances, 

events, and trends in our Church, Culture 

and World that indicate that something 

has changed or is changing. 

 

I am committed to working with Bishop 

Rideout to address these wake-up calls 

such as: declining memberships; legal 

problems; exiting youth & young adults; 

absence of men in membership and lead-

ership; Loss of Unity; Shortage of financ-

es/resources; lack of church pride; non-

missional churches; outdated church facil-

ities; failure to commit to technology, just 

to name a few. 

 

We can only become the Great church 

that I know we are by admitting that we 

have these shortcomings then as a corpo-

rate body praying for God’s plan then 

executing the plan. The key is realizing 

that, we all need each other,  that we are 

one body. If we can ALL come together 

and work toward eliminating the issues 

mentioned, I believe in the next five years 

we can increase our membership through-

out the connection to 15,000 adults and 

children, have Boulden Seminary fully 

accredited  and online, plant five thriving 

churches, develop community programs 

that are relevant to the communities they 

serve, see our General Claims Account 

become a Credit Union and our General 

Conference Budget increase to 

$5,000,000.00 annually. Will you get be-

hind Bishop Rideout and myself so that 

our church will be known throughout the 

world for its love, witness, and work? In 

the words of our great president, Barack 

Obama, “Yes We Can”. 

 

“..with man it is impossible, but with God 

all things are possible.”        

      Matthew 19:26 

 

“I can do all things through Christ which 

strengtheneth me”               

                                      Philippians 4:13 

 

 

“Now unto him that is able to do exceed-

ingly abundantly above all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that worketh 

in us, 

 

“Unto him be glory in the church by 

Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 

without end. Amen.”                                

 

 the bishop speaks  
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From the Desk of 
Rev. Kevin A. Sharper, D.S. 

 

Being appointed to the office of District 

Superintendent was the furthest thing from 

my mind. Pastoring a small congregation 

of 8 souls was my primary focal point. 

However, when newly elected Bishop 

Adolphus Scott, Jr., asked me what I 

would  do if he considered me to be the 

District Superintendent of the New York, 

New England area, I immediately said, 

“Nah, I don’t think so.” Then Bishop Scott 

said my name kept coming up. He men-

tioned that it was not his decision, that 

when he prayed about it, it appeared to be 

God’s decision. And again I declined it, 

but said I would pray about it, too. District 

Superintendent? I didn’t feel worthy to be 

appointed to such an important position in 

the U.A.M.E. church. 

 

So just before he made the decision to ap-

point me, (in which I never got back to 

him) Bishop Scott walked up to me, right 

before the opening of the 3rd quarterly 

meeting of 2014, and said to me, I am 

making the announcement, appointing you 

as DS at the quarter. The feeling I had was 

mixed—happy in a sense, but also very 

afraid because of the unchartered waters I 

would soon have to tread. 

 

I have never been a person to shrink from 

a challenge. But this challenge was differ-

ent because it wasn’t a challenge to me 

personally and for my personal reputation. 

Rather, this challenge had to do with God, 

and God alone, receiving the Glory, Hon-

or, and Praise for what He had already put 

within me, even before I was conceived in 

Sis. Doris Sharper’s womb. 

 

So, as the year has gone by, I have found 

out that it’s not always about any one par-

ticular person, but this assignment has to 

be done, in the favor of God upon me, and 

upon the entire body of the UAME 

Church, working together as the body of 

Christ. It’s a collective agenda that God 

has graced me to be a part of to glorify the 

Elohim our Yah (the Lord our God). 

 

The challenge is an awesome challenge. 

And, it’s an honor to be appointed as the 

District Superintendent of the NY, NE area 

of the 2nd 3rd and 5th Episcopal Districts. 

It’s challenging but do-able, only if God 

would be my helper. 

 

“For I can do all things through Christ 

which strengthens me.” 
KAS 

 

THE UNION CHURCH 

 

 

Rt. Rev. Linwood Rideout, III 

President, Bench of Bishops 

Prelate 1st & 4th Districts 

 

Rt. Rev. Adolphus Scott, Jr. 

Prelate 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Districts 

 

Rt. Rev. George W. Poindexter, 

Rt. Rev. Michael S. Moulden, 

       Retired 

 

Rev. Ruth C. Evans; 

Rev. Dr. Charles Ghee; 

Rev. Dr. Ralph T. Lampkins; 

Rev. Kevin A. Sharper, 

District Superintendents 

 

Sis. Martha R. Parker 

Bishop’s / Conference Secretary, 

 

Rev. Dianne P. Hood, 

Rev. Sondra L. Hunter, 

Assistant / Acting  

Conference Secretaries 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A NEW VIEW OF CHANGE 

 

Dr. Kay T. Wayman 

 

People hate change. But the change we 

generally resist is the kind that we think 

will make our situations worse rather than 

better. We eagerly change jobs when it 

means higher pay and more influence. We 

happily move to a bigger house in a better 

neighborhood. So it’s not change in gen-

eral that we hate; it’s change that involves 

loss—sometimes physical, other times 

emotional or psychological. 

 

Change is both inevitable and necessary. If 

everything stays the same, no one is grow-

ing. But we have a Shepherd who guides 

us through change and leads us to a better 

place. Getting there may be difficult, as it 

was for the Israelites in reaching the Prom-

ised Land. They grumbled when their situ-

ation got worse rather than better (Exodus 

15:24; Numbers 14:2). But we have the 

example of Jesus. In less than a week, He 

went from being the leader of many to 

being abandoned by  all. Between Palm 

Sunday and Good Friday, the Good Shep-

herd became the Passover Lamb. Because 

Christ willingly went through suffering, 

God elevated Him to the highest place 

(John 10:11; Philippians 2:8,9).  

 

Not all change is pleasant but when we’re 

being led to a better place by Someone 

who loves us, we don’t need to fear it. 

 

John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd, and 

know my sheep, am known of mine.” 

   

Faith in Christ will keep us steady in the 

stormy sea of change.            

   07.01.16 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Union Scholars 

 

 

 Dr.  

Charles Amos 

 

Masters Degree 

 

Organizational 

Leadership, 

Wilmington 

University 

 

 

 

Also, Dr. Amos 

reports, “One on the ‘Honor Roll’ and the 

other on the ‘Deans List’. To God be the 

Glory! He is, of course, referring to his 

daughters; Dineen was on the Honor Roll 

during last term and will enter high 

school in the fall, while sister Deja was 

named to the Deans List at Delaware 

State University. Congratulations to the 

Amos family! 

 

———————————————— 

 

Rev. Marilyn Turner ↓ 

 

Bachelors Degree 

 

Organizational Lead-

ership, Eastern Univ. 

 

 

  

Teaunah Moulden 

has been named to the 

Dean’s List for Spring 

2016 at the University 

of Delaware.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming a New Pastor! 

 

Sis. Marsha A. Blackwell, 

St. Luke, Piney Point, MD 

 

 

 

By the time this is read, we will have said 

goodbye to Rev. Andrew Fulton, Sr. and 

his lovely wife Sis. Kim Fulton after four 

years of service. They did a great job at 

St. Luke, Piney Point, MD. They envi-

sioned better things for us, and all of 

them happened. We are particularly 

thankful for our youth choir. Even though 

the Fultons are no longer a part of us, we 

will miss them. 

 

For the first time ever, we are enjoying 

the presence of our very own pastor, Rev. 

Joseph A. Jordan and First Lady Tangie 

M. Jordan. We welcomed them with 

love. Pastor is a local boy, a country boy,  

born, bred, and raised in St. Mary’s 

County. He, too, has a vision for St. Luke 

and we are so very eager to work with 

him for the up-building of God’s King-

dom.  

 

As a small church, we long to become a 

stronger church, rooted and grounded in 

God, a faithful church, willing and able 

to do God’s work. 

 

With your vision, dedication and willing-

ness to work Pastor Jordan, we know that 

you were sent by the Most High God. We 

have already welcomed you but pray that 

God would continue to work through 

you, His vessel. We look forward to great 

things. 

 

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

 

One of the most notable events we 

witnessed under Rev. Jordan’s leadership 

was our first Children’s Day. During the 

morning worship celebration, our young 

people participated. Pastor  preached a 

powerful message. 

 

After a great morning service, we met in 

the fellowship hall for snacks and face 

painting by Rev. Phyllis D. Biscoe. We 

had a great time and look forward to the 

upcoming events. 

 

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

 

Rising Youth Third Anniversary 

 

Yes, this is the time to say ‘hallelujah’. 

We had a great time celebrating the 3rd 

Anniversary of the Rising Youth. The 

youth sang during morning service and 

did a great job. You know when the 

youth put their minds to something, it is 

accomplished. After morning service, we 

gathered in the fellowship hall for a great 

meal and once again, the youth were 

there with all hands on deck.  

 

The 3:30 service was powerful. We want 

to thank Dominion Apostolic Youth, 

First Missionary Baptist Church Youth 

Choir, parents, grandparents, and the 

community for their support. We also 

want to thank Rev. and Sis. Fulton; Sis. 

Terry Miles; and Sis. Marsha Blackwell 

for all the help in making this day a great 

success. 

 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 

Confirmation, September 6, 2015 

 

These beautiful young people were con-

firmed by Rt. Rev. Linwood Rideout, III 

at this date.  

 

Jirah Collins 

Taliyah Washington 

Ta’Nyah Washington 

Jalen Kelly 

Nevaeh Richardson 

 

 

֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎֎ 

 

 

Missionary Breast Cancer Luncheon 

 

On October 10, 2015, St. Luke and St. 

Mark joined together to sponsor a Breast 

Cancer Luncheon. This was chaired by 

Sis. Geraldine Travers and Sis. Doretha 

House. We were inspired by two 

phenomenal speakers Ms. Wanda Briscoe 

and Ms. Desiree Bailey. Both are 

motivational speakers and Ms. Briscoe is 

an author, as well. We also enjoyed our 

very own youth, Miss Nyasia Kelly and 

Lisa Moore render a song.  
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Happy Anniversary to Dr. Jerome and Sis. 

Judy Kee!, Also, Happy Birthday, Dr. Kee. 

 

Another Happy Couple! 

 

Bro. Wardell and Evang. Mary Stanley 

 

 

Rev. and Mrs. Daraan DeShields,  

Newlyweds. 

 50 Happy Years 

 

Rev. Rhonda posted this one herself! 

 Happy 6th wedding anniversary.  

Many more happy years to come.  

============================== 

Damien Ghee 

 

Senior Relationship Manager / VP 

PA Middle Market Lending at TD Bank 

 

This year Philadelphia Business Journal is 

pleased to announce the  2016 Class of 40 

and under 40. The award, now in its 22nd 

year, recognizes young professionals in the 

greater Philadelphia area for outstanding 

success and contributions to their commu-

nity. 

 

They were selected from more than 300 

names, and represent some of the regions 

most influential up-and-comers. The 

names were included in a May 20th profile 

and toasted at a reception on May 12th at 

the National Museum of American and 

Jewish History. 

 

Damien, 35, is the son of DS Dr. Charles 

Ghee and Rev. Sharon Gee. 

 

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

 

Bill Pickett Rodeo 

 

Sis. Marsha Blackwell 

 

The youth of St. Luke, Piney Point, MD 

along with parents, Pastor Joseph Jordan, 

Jr. and First Lady Tangie M. Jordan ven-

tured to the Bill Picket Rodeo in Upper 

Marlboro, MD. 

 

 

↑Ladies Barrel Racing 

 

↓Tie Down Roping 

 

According to their website, “these are 

some of the nations most skilled and enter-

taining Black cowboys and cowgirls”. The 

children were involved in catching an ex-

ercise. 

 

The Rodeo is celebrating 32 Years of 

chills, thrills, and spills and will travel to 

DC, Memphis, California, Georgia, and 

Colorado to showcase the vision of one Lu 

Vason, founder of the Bill Pickett Invita-

tional Rodeo. He named it in honor of  the 

late William ’Bill’ Picket, a cowboy and 

rodeo show performer. Vason wanted this 
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What’s Going On? 

 

Editorial 

 

In 1970, the late Marvin Gaye recorded a 

powerful and poignant tune entitled, 

What’s Going On? Well, here we are in 

2016, forty-six years later, and we’re still 

asking the same question: What’s Going 

On? 

 

In the World: IS/ ISIS/ ISIL/ DAESH; 

Taliban; Boka Haram; Zika Virus; the 

EU and Brexit;  

 

In the US: Racism; Gun Violence; the 

Economy; Urban Violence; Crime; Po-

lice Brutality; Police Targeting; Road 

Rage; fractious and contentious US Gov-

ernment; Tornadoes; Floods; the Donald; 

 

In the Church: Transgender Priest 

Preaches at National Cathedral; Openly 

Gay Bishop Ordained; Alcoholic Pastor 

Dismissed; Adulterous Pastor Dismissed; 

Church Attendance Decline; Churches 

Closing Their Doors; 

 

And, In the Union Church: Transition, 

transition, transition. Bishop Moulden 

has retired, Bishop Scott is in office. 

Even though a full year has transpired, 

we are still somewhat in a transitional 

period. 

 

Dr. Hood, Rev. Paul Neal, Sr., Rev. 

Johnny Williams, Rev. Delmus Neal, Sis. 

Genevieve Bruton, Bro. John Parker, Sis. 

Gladys Wilkerson, Bro. Ronald Wesley, 

Bro. Odell Lamont Cleveland, III, Bro. 

Bryant Coleman (and others) have all 

gone home to be with the Lord. Faithful 

and loving servants of God, trusted with 

leadership,  used for His glory, but now 

no longer with us. 

 

We are saddened that they are gone, yet 

thankful that they are with the Lord. Still, 

we long to see their faces, see their 

smiles, hear their laughter, have them 

around a little longer. 

 

We are perplexed about the world, yet, in 

all of this, even now, God has a plan for 

His creation and for His church. Remem-

ber, He promised that He would never 

leave us. We can and should continue to 

trust Him. “God is not a man, that he 

should lie…” Can you remember a time 

when God said He would do something 

when He actually went back on His 

word? Of course not! Our God, the true 

and living God, does not do that. And He 

never will. 

 

During times like these, the best thing 

and the only thing we can do is stand on 

His promises, remain faithful, and con-

tinue to do His will. We can make it. 

With God on our side, we can make it. 

apc 

Rev. James S. Matthews, Jr. posted this 

lovely picture of his wonderful parents 

(Rev. James Sr. and Sis. Althea Mat-

thews) on Facebook recently. We all re-

member the Matthews’ fondly. To God 

be the glory for their service and our pre-

cious memories.  

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° 

Obligation And Joy 

 

We may be enjoying the summer season 

now, but God expects us to fulfill our 

ministry duties all year long. So it’s time 

to start making preparations for our back 

to school, fall harvest homes, and holiday 

ministries. Start collecting articles for 

your back-to-school backpack give-away 

projects.  

 

Start filling your pantries in preparation 

for Food Baskets, Thanksgiving Dinners, 

Christmas Boxes, Holiday Luncheons. 

 

Start collecting socks, hats, gloves, and 

coats, and blankets for the shelters and 

warming centers in your areas.  We don’t 

have to go overseas to find needy souls, 

there are plenty of needy souls right in 

our backyards, right in our own congre-

gations. 

 

And don’t forget our seniors; visit local 

nursing homes regularly. Sing, pray, and 

share the Good News with folk that may 

otherwise been forgotten.  Here are a few 

pictures to get you motivated. 

Community Luncheon↑ 

 

Christmas Praising—Youth Chorale↓ 

 

 

Also, church, summer evenings are per-

fect for ministry. Folk are out and about, 

taking walks, or just sitting on their 

porches trying to catch a breeze. 

 

This is a great time to pass out tracts and 

water. This is the perfect time to share 

the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 

People need to know that Jesus loves 

them, that He died for them, that He can 

make a way for them, and that He’s com-

ing back for them. And, we need to be at 
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See Confirmation, p3 

 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Open House & Registration 

 
Where: Boulden Seminary and the 

 Biblical Institute 

  

 3101 N Market St 

 Wilmington, DE 1980 

 

 

When: Tuesday, August 9, 2016 

 

Time: 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM 

 

 

Instructors and Counselors will be 

available to answer any questions 

 you may have. 

 

 

Light Refreshments will be served. 

 

 

Rt. Rev. Linwood Rideout, III 

Rt. Rev. Adolphus Scott, Jr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


